
The Monocots!

Monocotyledons - those plants possessing one 
seed leaf. !

The other main features of the monocots separating 
them from all other flowering plants are:!

1. 3 merous flowers!

2. Parallel-veined leaves!

3. Absence of woody tissue!

Araceae - jack-in-the-pulpit family!

Large family primarily of the tropics!
Mainly epiphytic, others terrestrial, a few 
aquatic!

Vegetative parts often containing raphides in 
the vacuoles with mucilage; raphides often 
calcium oxalate - an irritant!

Symplocarpus foetidus - skunk cabbage! Arisaema triphyllum - jack-in-the pulpit!

CA 0   CO 0   A 6-∞   G (2-3)!

Flowers unisexual or perfect!
Fruits berries clustered on spadix!

Inflorescence a fleshy spadix, surrounded by 
bract called the spathe!

spadix!

Spathe!

(cut away!



Araceae - jack-in-the-pulpit family!

Rotting flesh odor, mottled purple and 
yellow-green coloration indicate 
specialized pollination syndrome!

Symplocarpus foetidus - skunk cabbage!

flesh flies - Sarcophagidae!

carrion flies - Calliphoridae!

gnats - Mycetophilidae!

Lemnaceae - duckweed family!

Floating or submersed aquatic family almost cosmopolitan 
in distribution; Vegetative reproduction primarily!

Now known to be derived from within the Araceae!

Lemna minor - small duckweed!

Includes the smallest angiosperm, and the 
smallest flower!

Inflorescence reduced to 1 female and 1-2 
male flowers!

Lemna turionifera - perennial duckweed!
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