
Ranunculaceae - buttercup family!

•  Herbs, sometimes woody or herbaceous climbers
 or low shrubs - often poisonous !

•  Leaves, alternate, sheathing, usually basal and
 cauline, often divided or compound, or palmately
 lobed. !

•  No stipules. !

Ranunculaceae - buttercup family!

CA 3+     CO (0)5+     A "     G 3+!

•  Flowers very variable: except many stamens and many
 free carpels (apocarpic)!
•  Floral shape varies: some actinomorphic/zygomorphic
 and some have spurs. Mostly insect and animal
 pollinated group. !
•  Mostly bisexual flowers, but some species dioecious!



Ranunculaceae - buttercup family!

Fruits:!

Follicles = " seeded!
dehiscent fruit!

Berries = " seeded!
fleshy fruit!

Actaea - baneberry!

Caltha - marsh marigold!

Ranunculaceae - buttercup family!

Fruits:!

Achenes = 1 seeded
 indehiscent, dry fruit!

Anemone - thimbleweed with wind dispersed achenes!

Ranunculus -
 buttercup!







achenes!

drupes! pomes!

follicles! drupelets!

aggregate of !
achenes!

Physocarpus opulifolius - ninebark!



Rubus idaeus - American raspberry ! Fragaria sp. - strawberry!
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Brassicaceae - mustard family!

Cardamine concatenata - cut leaf 
toothwort !

CA 4   CO 4   A 4+2   G (2) !

•  Flowers “cross-like” with 4 petals!

“Cruciferae” or “cross-bearing” 
Common name is “cress”!

•  6 stamens with 2 outer ones shorter!

Herbs with alternate, often dissected leaves.!

Wisconsin has 28 native or introduced 
genera - many are spring flowering!

Cardamine pratensis - 
cuckoo flower !

Brassicaceae - mustard family!

•  2 fused carpels separated by thin membrane – septum!

•  Capsule that peels off the two outer carpel walls 
exposing the septum attached to the persistent replum.!

CA 4   CO 4   A 4+2   G (2) !


