
Winter ID of Common WI Taxa

TAXON LEAF SCARS TERMINAL BUDS OTHER TRAITS

Quercus alternate clusters of ≥4
varying size

acorns beneath tree

Juglans alternate, 3 clumps 
of bundle scars

large, “monkey
face”

hairy twigs,
chambered pith, 
nuts beneath tree

Carya alternate, large 
oval

large, egg
-shaped or naked & 
yellow

shaggy bark (C. 
ovata), nuts beneath 
tree

Ulmus alternate angled lateral bud Leaf-scar does not 
surround bud,
bark characteristics

Acer opposite many scales,
¼ - ½”

3 bundle scars

Fraxinus opposite dark “chocolate
chip”

Many bundle scars in 
U-shaped line


